Dear Members, Affiliated and Cooperating Organisations,

The Safety and Quality in Online Youth Information project has terminated and I hope you are making good use of the Guidelines sent to you and profit from the Digital YIntro material. At the same time, ERYICA goes on with new activities and is now making the next step with our new project, Jimmy.

What is this?
As it was presented during the GA in Opatija, the training modules in the framework of the Jimmy project will be designed on the basis of the information needs of young people. To get to know more about these needs, focus groups will be delivered with the participation of youngsters. To have information from the widest range possible and to design the most tailor-made modules, ERYICA and the Training Task Force invites the whole ERYICA network to join this activity and carry out focus groups in your countries. I am very happy that some organisations already expressed their interest during the General Assembly.
 
What for?
The results of these workshops will be used to design two training modules: one to youth workers on the practice of providing youth information and an advanced module to the YIntro.
During the project duration, an international Training to Trainers will also be carried out on both modules that representatives of your networks can participate in.
 
However, the results of this phase will considerably surpass the scope of the Jimmy project. Those who contribute will also shape the future direction of youth information. The results will be published in the ERYICA network and as they will reflect the real and up-to-date information needs of young people, outcomes will help all of us to identify possible developments of youth information delivery in the future. Therefore ERYICA really appreciates all your efforts to be made for the success of this phase.
 When?
The two new training modules are finalised at different times. The focus group results we receive by 19 September 2011 will be used for the design of both modules. However, if you are interested in organising focus groups but you find this time frame too short, your efforts will still prove helpful during the design of the Advanced YIntro module. For this, you can send results any time until January 2012.
 What about the budget?
Unfortunately there is no budget in the project allocated for focus groups. Even though this is a very work intensive method, it does not require much other resource. This way it hopefully will not pose a noteworthy difficulty for you.
 
Are you interested?
You can find all the necessary information in the attached files:
- two documents about organising and conducting focus groups
- the questions to be discussed during the sessions
- the results analysis sheet.
Should you miss any information or have any other questions, do not hesitate to get in touch with me.

As you will see, the content of these sessions is a bit different from a classical focus group and is closer to a workshop. It also makes the structuring of data much easier after the sessions.
However, we know that focus group interviewing is a very work-intensive method and there is still a lot of work to do on your part. Therefore a big thank you goes for all the members contributing to the success of this phase!

I hope many of you will be interested in implementing one or more focus groups. Please reply to me about your intention by 26 August 2011.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

Best regards,

Imre

