Writing Contest SPUSA - 2013 

We are delighed to invite you to participate in the 21st. annual Writing Contest of SPUSA (Society Friends of the USA).This information is being sent to majority of Czech and Slovak elementary, secondary and high schools and to universities and colleges as well. If you are not personaly among the participants, please, help us and forward this information further to get it closer to the eligible participants. 
Basic information : The annual SPUSA Writing Contest is an opportunity for Czech and Slovak students to express themselves creatively while developing their English ability. Every year we invite participants to write on a specific topic. In former years these topics included among others : Silence, Colors, The Lessons You've Taught Me, How people play, The Globe, I visited the Earth in 2112, which was a topic of the last year. 
This year´s topic is :  When I am alone
Rules : 

·  We welcome all ideas and interpretations of the topic. The entries will be judged primarily on their originality and quality of thought rather then on the standard of English. 

· Entries may be in any literary form: poetry or prose, fiction or nonfiction but must be always original. Translations or copied works will not be accepted.
· Entries must be related somehow to the topic, how ever indirectly.

· All entries must be written in English on a computer or typewriter within the following approximately word limits:  Junior Category (up to 15 years) 300 words      

                                                  Intermediate Category (16 to 18 years) 500 words

                                                        Senior Category (19 to 26 years) 600 words

            Decisive is the date of birth on the date of the Contest dead-line

· Contestants all Junior, Intermediate and Senior categories must NOT be native speakers of English.

· The dead–line for sending essays to Spusa is March 31st 2013
· Entries will NOT be returned to the writers, nor will SPUSA enter into correspondence with any contestant. The winners will be contacted directly by the contest organizer. 
· All the entries must be submitted with the following information: Full name, Date of birth, Address, Telephone number, Email address, Place of study (school)                              
Voluntarily : How have you learnt about the Contest? 
Judging :

All the entries are read unnamed three times and then will be judged by a Czech and English speaking Committee of writers, educators, and other professionals headed by Mr. Jiří Stránský, the Czech writer
The competition is supported by the American Embassy in Prague and is recommended by The Ministry of Education CR.

Contacts :  Entries can be sent by e-mail to: info@spusa.cz 
or by mail to:  Vzdělávací Středisko SPUSA, Na Poříčí 6, Praha 1, 110 00, Česká Republika
For more information: on www.spusa.cz                         
Or call us at (+420) 224 210 813 or cell phone (+420) 608 979 410 or 728 310 333

Štěpánka Maňhalová 
president of SPUSA – Education Center

